
08. Jesus and the poor



Mark 15:29-32

Those who passed by were deriding him, shaking their heads 
and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple 
and build it in three days, save yourself, 
and come down from the cross!” 

‘All who see me mock at me, they make mouths at me, 
they shake their heads’(Psalm 22:7).

In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, 
were also mocking him among themselves and saying, 
“He saved others; he cannot save himself. 
Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, 
come down from the cross now, 
so that we may see and believe.” 

Those who were crucified with him also were taunting him. 



Mark 15:34-37

Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?”
  “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” (Psalm 22:1)

Then Jesus gave a loud cry 
and breathed his last. 



Mark 15:38
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom. 



Mark 15:39

Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw how he died,
he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 



Luke 22:19-20 
Jesus took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke 
it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”And he did the same with the 
cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the 
new covenant in my blood.” 

John 6:50-51
I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 
Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 



John 13:3-5 
‘During supper Jesus,  knowing 
that  the  Father  had  given  all 
things into his hands, and that 
he  had  come  from  God  and 
was going to God, got up from 
the  table,  took  off  his  outer 
robe,  and tied a  towel  around 
himself.  Then he poured water 
into  basin  and  began  to  wash 
the disciples’  feet and to wipe 
them  with  the  towel  he  had 
wrapped round his waist.’
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Jesus washes the feet of his disciples (13:1-20)



13:14-15

If I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  
For I have set you an example, 
that you also should do as I have done to you.

‘Do this in memory of me’(Luke 22:19)



Luke 4:16-19

‘When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went 
to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 
read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 
the scroll and found the place where it was written (62:1-2): 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind
to let the oppressed go free

        to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’



Jesus the Messiah 11:2-6

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent 
word by his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come 
(see 3:11), or are we to wait for another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go and 
tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 
the poor have good news brought to them.
And blessed is anyone who takes no offence (σκανδαλισθῇ) at me.



A Heart fixed on God  : Matthew 6:19-21

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal;
but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust consumes 
and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Matthew 5:3

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.



Matthew 6:22-24

The eye is the lamp of the body.  So, if your eye is healthy, 
your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is unhealthy, 
your whole body will be full of darkness. 
If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one 
and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and wealth.



The Parable of the rich man and Lazarus : Luke 16:19-31

 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine 
linen and who feasted sumptuously  every  day.  And at  his 
gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who 
longed to  satisfy  his  hunger  with what  fell  from the rich 
man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 
The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be 
with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 



In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and 
saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called 
out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus 
to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for 
I am in agony in these flames.’ 

But  Abraham  said,  ‘Child,  remember  that  during  your 
lifetime you  received  your  good things,  and  Lazarus  evil 
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 
Between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that 
those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do 
so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 



He  said,  ‘Then,  father,  I  beg  you  to  send  him  to  my 
father’s  house –  for  I  have five brothers  –  that  he may 
warn them, so that they will not also come into this place 
of torment.’ 

Abraham replied,  ‘They  have  Moses  and  the  prophets; 
they should listen to them.’ 

He  said,  ‘No,  father  Abraham;  but  if  someone  goes  to 
them from the dead, they will repent.’ 

Abraham said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and 
the  prophets,  neither  will  they  be  convinced  even  if 
someone rises from the dead.’” 



Matthew  21:18-19

In the morning, when he returned to the city, he was hungry. And 
seeing a fig tree by the side of the road,  he went to it  and found 
nothing at all on it but leaves. Then he said to it, “May no fruit ever 
come from you again!” And the fig tree withered at once.

‘When I wanted to gather them, says the Lord, there are no grapes on 
the vine, nor figs on the fig tree; even the leaves are withered, and 
what I gave them has passed away from them’(Jeremiah 8:13).



Mark 10:17-22

As he was setting out on the way

a man ran up and knelt before him, and was asking him, “Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
me good? No one is good but God alone. 

You know the commandments:  
You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; 
You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud.

Honour your father and mother. 

He was saying to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.”
Jesus, looking attentively at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; 
go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 

When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had 
many possessions. 



Matthew 19:23-26

 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it will be hard 
for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel [κάμηλος ; hawser: κάμiλος] 
to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich 
to enter the kingdom of God.” 

When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded and 
said, “Then who can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and 
said, “For mortals it is impossible, but for God all  things are 
possible.” 



He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a 
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers 
or your relatives or rich neighbours, in case they may invite you 
in  return,  and  you  would  be  repaid.  But  when  you  give  a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 
And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you 
will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

Luke 14:12-14



Mark 2:13-17

Jesus went out again beside the sea; the whole crowd 
gathered around him, and he taught them. 
As he was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus 
sitting at the tax booth, and he says to him, “Follow me.” 
And he got up and followed him. 



Mark 2:13-17

And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax collectors 
and sinners were also sitting with Jesus and his disciples
 – for there were many who followed him. 

When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was 
eating with sinners and tax collectors, they said to his disciples, 
“Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 

When Jesus heard this, he said to them, “Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; 
I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 



A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he said to him, 
“If you want to, you can make me clean.” 
Filled with compassion/anger, Jesus stretched out his hand and held him, 
and said to him, “Of course I want to. Be made clean!” (compare 1:27, 
unclean spirit) Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. 

After sternly warning him he sent him away at once, saying to him, “See 
that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and 
offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to 
them.” (see Leviticus 14) 

But he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, 
so that Jesus could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed out in 
places where nobody dwelt. People, however, came to him from every 
quarter. 

Mark 1:40-45



Matthew 9:36-38 

 When Jesus saw the crowds, 
he had compassion [splagcni÷zomai] for them,
 because they were harassed and helpless, 
 like sheep without a shepherd.
 Then he said to his disciples, 
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few;
  therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 
 to send out labourers into his harvest.’ 



Luke 7:36-50

 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into 
the Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table. And a woman 
in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in 
the  Pharisee’s  house,  brought  an  alabaster  jar  of  ointment.  She 
stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet 
with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued 
kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment.

Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it,  he said to 
himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who 
and what kind of woman this is who is touching him – that she is a 
sinner.” 

Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to 
you.” “Teacher,” he replied, “Speak.” 



“A certain  creditor  had  two  debtors;  one  owed  five  hundred 
denarii,  and  the  other  fifty.  When  they  could  not  pay,  he 
canceled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will 
love him more?” 

Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he cancelled the 
greater debt.” And Jesus said to him, “You have judged rightly.”

Then turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see 
this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my 
feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them 
with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in 
she has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head 
with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment.



Therefore,  I  tell  you,  her  sins, 
which  were  many,  have  been 
forgiven;  hence  she  has  shown 
great  love.  But  the  one  to  whom 
little is forgiven, loves little.” 

Then he said to her, “Your sins are 
forgiven.” 

But  those  who  were  at  the  table 
with  him  began  to  say  among 
themselves, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins?” 

And he said to the woman, “Your 
faith has saved you; go in peace.” 



At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, 
‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent 
and have revealed them to infants; 
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  

Luke 10:21-24

Then  turning  to  the  disciples,  Jesus  said  to  them  privately, 
“Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! For I tell you that 
many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did 
not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.” 

All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no 
one  knows  who  the  Son  is  except  the  Father,  or  who  the 
Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him.



‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 

Matthew 11:28-30



Mark 12:41-45 

Jesus sat down opposite the treasury, 
and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. 
Many rich people put in large sums. 
A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, (lepta = quadrans)
the equivalent of two cent pieces. 

Then he called his disciples and said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 
than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 
For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; 
but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, 
all she had to live on.” 


